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Welcome to the first Enniscorthy Hockey Newsletter of the 2020/21 season! Let’s be 
honest, this year has been interesting and difficult to say the least, but in spite of all the 
challenges posed in 2020, Enniscorthy Hockey Club have kept going and stayed positive, 
with some great initiatives taking place to keep hockey going Slaneyside! This newsletter 
has been put together to give a snapshot of the season so far, with some great pieces from 
different sections of the club and a Q & A session with three of the clubs’ coaches, along with 
a piece from our Chairperson, Irene Doyle. Enjoy and Happy Christmas to all! 
 
 

Chairpersons’ Address 
 
Dear players, supporters and family members, 
 
Thank you all for being so patient and helpful during our learning curve of playing hockey during Covid so far 
this season! We will continue to follow Government, Hockey Ireland, Astro Active and EHC guidelines until we 
are told to move on. The players have all done very well adhering to social distancing rules and in keeping our 
members and Club Covid free, for this I thank you on behalf of the Committee, Coordinators, Coaches and in 
particular our Club Covid , Health & Safety Officer, Suzanne O’Leary for making our job that bit easier. Please 
all keep up your efforts for another while and with high hopes we might be able to fit some games into the 
2021 part of our season and emerge back into some sort of normality. 
 
I would like to update you all on how our fundraising efforts are coming along. As you are all aware, last 
season we were unable to run our events that had been planned just as the first lock down hit us. 
Unfortunately, this left us very short on funds and meant we came into the new season with outstanding bills 
in excess of €21,000 from the previous season for pitch hire. Should anyone wish for further details on this, 
they can email us on enniscorthyhockeysec@gmail.com or ehcchairperson@gmail.com and we will send you 
the minutes from the EGM which covered all of this. I would like to thank all of you that have contributed 
towards any and all of those fundraisers; your help in keeping your Club afloat is very welcome! We hope to 
run a Club draw before Easter and will be looking for your help to sell tickets. 
 
We have applied for a hardship/resiliency grant through Hockey Ireland and are awaiting confirmation of the 
amount we will receive. We are also in process of applying for the National Lottery grant. Negotiations are to 
commence soon between Astro Active and ourselves for a long-term agreement to include the upgrade of the 
pitch. So, there is plenty of work going on behind the scenes. Feel free to get in touch if you think you may be 
able to help us out. 
 
Wishing all our Club members a very Happy Christmas and a wonderful, healthy New Year! I look forward to 
seeing you all in January, starting back week of 4th  of January. 
 
 
Yours in Hockey 
 
Irene Doyle 
Enniscorthy Hockey Club Chairperson     
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Our underage sections were thankfully able to continue 
training with some added protocols put in place to ensure 
the safety for all involved in these sessions. Great credit is 
due to the Coordinators, Coaches and players for adhering 
to social distancing guidelines and non-contact training, 
they are true role models in working hard in a slightly 
unusual situation. 
 
While we are still not sure how the world will look in 2021 
regarding Covid-19, we will continue to communicate with 
sections on the protocols that will be in place for training 
and matches as directed by Hockey Ireland and Leinster 
Hockey, keeping our fingers and toes crossed that we will 
finally see people lining out for Enniscorthy Hockey in 
games in the near future! 

 
 

 
 

Covid-19 Protocols and Return To Play 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

When Covid-19 hit initially, this 
unfortunately meant that we had to finish 
our season in early March, with no idea 
when we would be able to return to the 
pitch again. The opportunity came for many 
players to participate in Social Hockey for 
the months of July and August which was 
held in the Astro Active Centre under strict 
social distancing conditions. Over the 
summer months, the Executive Committee 
began making plans for a safe return to 
hockey for all players, with the appointment 
of Suzanne O’ Leary as the club Covid-19 
Officer really aiding the efforts to get clear 
protocols in place for all sections. 
Coordinators and Coaches were emailed 
copies of the initial protocols for returning to 
play in September, with regular updates 
coming about alongside updates within the 
government guidelines over the first half of 
this season. 
 
Another initiative to help club members get 
used to the protocols as they returned to the 
pitch saw the Mens’ Section assist club PRO, 
Muireann Nic Corcráin, with a short video 
which was shared on the social media 
channels. The video gave a visual aid to 
some of the more prominent protocols, such 
as sanitising hands before entering the pitch, 
keeping water bottles spread out over the 
sideline and no unessential items brought 
onto the pitch.  
Unfortunately, with the introduction of the 
new Levels system by the Irish Government 
to determine the extremity of Covid-19 
across Ireland, we were hit with the entire 
country entering Level 5 for a duration of 6 
weeks in October. This was incredibly tough 
for the Mens’ and Ladies’ sections who were 
not allowed to train together as a group over 
this period, but these groups made great 
efforts to stay engaged over this period 
online through Zoom calls and participating 
in Bray Hockey Clubs’ #HookedTogether 
Challenge.  
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Men’s Section - Cian Hogan 
Our 2019/20 season ended rather abruptly along 
with a lot of things back in March, but it can be 
looked back on with plenty of positives, having 
posted some good results throughout the season 
and finishing in a creditable joint 3rd position in the 
league. 
Through the summer social hockey initiative, which 
was held in the Astro Active Centre, a good number 
of the team got a chance to get back knocking 
around a ball earlier than expected. 
 
With Covid, everything has been a little bit 
stop/start for everyone, but we got back training at 
the start of September. We are very fortunate to 
have a number of people working behind the scenes 
to make this possible in accordance with guidelines 
and regulations, Irene Doyle and Fraser Rothwell to 
name but a few. 
Just before the second lockdown, we were enjoying 
a good turn out to sessions, along with a nice win 
over Kilkenny seconds in a friendly match to blow 
out the cobwebs. We’ve been lucky to acquire a few 
new players to the squad in Mark Stuart, Sean 
Phelan, and Barry Cronin.  
 
Possibly the most exciting bit of news for the men’s 
team was the recent signing of a 
coach, in George Smyth from Kilkenny. We were 
also delighted to welcome Laura O’ Leary and Kieran 
Costello on board as the new Mens’ Coordinators 
for this season, who both bring great experience 
into their roles and we are looking forward to 
working with them this year. 
There seems to be a great uptake in hockey with 
some of the underage boys teams. It’s 
really promising to see and credit must be given to 
their coaches. The underage teams are 
an integral part in making and maintaining a men’s 
side and hopefully we’ll see a few of the 
younger lads join the senior ranks in the years to 
come. 
The main thing going forward for the men’s side is 
to keep the squad together, and to 
continue making progress by playing nice hockey 
against good opposition. With Graham Hill 
at the helm and Andrew Rothwell second in 
command, there is an abundance of guidance 
and leadership for the squad to follow. 
With all of the progress made to date in the 

underage ranks and in the senior men’s side, 
accompanied with the relentless success of the 
Ladies teams, Enniscorthy Hockey club looks 
to be in a great place. With a bit of luck and hard 
work, the sport will continue to grow in 
the South-East. 

Ladies’ Section- Julie Watchorn 
The season so far has been- similar to 
many things recently- unprecedented. 
With the 2019/20 season ending 
abruptly and uncertainty of whether 
the L1s Cup final would be played, 
whether league games for both L1 and 
L2 squads would begin, I think 
everyone has been watching the 
figures with the hopes of moving to 
Level 2 or even 1 and get the 
opportunity to begin our competitive 
season.  
Despite being four months into the 
season with only a couple of local 
friendly pre-season encounters to our 
names, everyone is upbeat and has 
been enjoying the challenges set, 
whether that is in-person training or 
through virtual challenges during 
lockdown. Bray Hockey Clubs’ 
#HookedTogether Challenge proved 
very motivational and induced some 
inter-team competitiveness! Nothing 
beats a good on-pitch training session 
and since the return post-lockdown 
2.0, everyone has been very 
enthusiastic and overall, more grateful 
to be back on the turf!  
 
I think I speak on behalf of everyone, 
players and coaches alike, when I say 
here’s hoping with get out of the 
county (safely) in 2021 and get to meet 
some of our new Division 5 opponents 
for the L1s,  see the L2s get a chance to 
gain promotion, and have more 
silverware to chase over the coming 
months! 

 

New Mens’ Coach, George Smyth 
(centre), with Mens’ Captains, Graham 
Hill (left) and Andrew Rothwell (right). 

New Mens’ Coordinator, Laura O’ Leary 
(centre), with Mens’ Captains, Graham 
Hill (left) and Andrew Rothwell (right). 
Missing from photo: Kieran Costello. 
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U16 Girls and Sponsor Spotlight Series 
  

U16 Girls piece- Sadhbh Ryan 
Our 2019-2020 hockey season was going really well as we had just reached the final of our 

division. Unfortunately, the Covid-19 pandemic struck and we stopped training in March of this 

year.  

 

Many of our U16 team went to Social Hockey, that was hosted by the Astro Active Centre, once 

restrictions were lifted during the summer. This was a huge benefit for us as we got to improve 

our hockey skills and be prepared for starting back at training. Training started back in 

September with new measures and precautions to keep everyone safe. Old players returned 

and we even got one or two new players! We've been training hard with thanks to coaches 

Tommy Ryan, Donal Doyle and Olga Williamson, and of course Lisa. It was great to have hockey 

training during the second lockdown and it was nice to have some sense of normality.  

 

Sadly, we haven't had any matches yet, but we are all looking forward to the New Year where 

we'll hopefully have matches. 

 

Sponsor Spotlight 
Great work has been done to date by Ray McGinty (along with assistance from 
Graham Chapman) on behalf of Enniscorthy Hockey Club in acquiring signs to 
display on the sides of the Astro Active Centre pitch of our main club sponsors for 
this season. We have 9 signs on display at the moment, with more to come in the 
new year. To highlight the great businesses that support our club, we ran a 
campaign on social media entitled #SponsorSpotlight to showcase each of the 
sponsors on a weekly basis, which saw great success and more businesses getting in 
touch to offer sponsorship to the club! The following businesses have very kindly 
sponsored our club for the 2020/21 season: 
Killowen Farm 
Valentia Nursing Home 
Doran & Co Chartered Accountants 
Creane & Creane 
Pure Oil Ltd. 
Whizzy Internet 
Beechdale Garden Centre 
M.R.A Electrical 
Danso Machinery Ltd. 

 

U16 Boys 
Hockey training was an opportunity to see our friends every Friday night. As we were 
not allowed to play matches, we did a lot of work on skills and had lots of shooting 
practice. We really miss playing matches so we are really looking forward to (hoping 
to) play some matches again in the New Year! 
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Lisa Jacob Interview & Online Gear Shop Launch 
 
 

 
  

Lisa Jacob, former Irish International hockey player who 
has scored 17 goals for her country and represented 
Ireland on 139 occasions, has taken up an exciting role as 
the new Irish Womens’ Hockey Team Manager. 
 
Jacob spoke with club Public Relations Officer, Muireann 
Nic Corcráin, about her hockey career to date, giving 
insight into her progression through school, 
interprovincial and international hockey, while 
answering questions submitted by club members around 
a variety of topics. The interview was recorded and 
published on Enniscorthy Hockey Clubs’ YouTube 
Channel. 

 
When asked to give some tips to young players who 
were wanting to break through the ranks, Jacob advised 
players to “do your own practice and give yourself your 
own little goals.” She also highlighted that players 
shouldn’t let their participation in sport get too serious, 
but to appreciate the sport you love and “enjoy it every 
time you’re out on the pitch as well.” 
 
The video had over 100 views in the first 24 hours of 
uploading, setting the precedent for a possible EHC 
Hockey podcast in the future??? Who knows what the 
New Year will bring! 

Our online gear shop was launched in October, with 
great work done by Gear Officer Andrew Rothwell in 
getting it set up. The club shop sells a range of 
Enniscorthy Hockey Club gear, from bobble hats to 
half-zips, to short corner masks and club socks!  
 
You can find the full range at https://enniscorthy-
hockey-club.sumup.link/  
 
 

https://enniscorthy-hockey-club.sumup.link/
https://enniscorthy-hockey-club.sumup.link/
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Diane Lodewyks: 
1. First proper coaching experience? 
My first coaching experience was in 1997. I coached the U/14B girls at my 
old High School. I was fresh out of school, and this was my first attempt at 
coaching. My school/provincial coach and principle contacted me and asked 
me if I would be interested. I was excited but at the same time very nervous 
because back then, we only started playing hockey in High School (age 14) 
so I was responsible to teach those girls from scratch – very overwhelming 
at that age. My team won the league that year so I was over the moon. I 
returned the next year and then coached the U/14A team and moved up 
with my U/15B team. That’s where it all started I suppose. 
2. Top experience as a coach to date? 
I can honestly not pinpoint only one. I learn every day and I love seeing 
potential players develop. If I am forced to choose a top experience I would 
have to say Volunteering at Enniscorthy Hockey Club because here I had my 
first experience at coaching seniors and I’ve had to learn to adapt my 
hockey vocabulary as well as coaching format. THAT DOES NOT MEAN I NO 
LONGER HAVE MOMENTS OF GETTING TONGUE TIED! Coaching in Ireland is 
vastly different to coaching in South Africa! I am still learning every single 
day. I truly believe once a coach feels he/she is no longer learning or 
developing then that’s the moment to re- invent what you do. I have had 
coaching mentors before, but the mentoring I have experienced at 
Enniscorthy Hockey Club is Top Class! I would never have pushed myself 

into higher level coaching if it wasn’t for the support and confidence 

instilled by the coaches I’ve met on my journey, specifically here in 
Enniscorthy! 
3. One key bit of advice for any player? 
Every champion was once a contender that refused to give up! So if you 
think you can, you can. If you think you can’t, well then you’re right. Don’t 
ever allow that inner voice to rob your self-confidence. Dream it, believe it 
and achieve it. Believe + hard work = success. 
4. Christmas pudding or mince pies for dessert? 
Neither. We do Malva Pudding with either Ice Cream, Custard or Cream. 

 

 
Coaches’ Corner 

 
We are incredibly lucky in Enniscorthy Hockey Club to have some of the best coaches in the business working 

with every section of the club, creating a positive and enjoyable atmosphere for all to play hockey. We caught 
up with two coaches and asked them some Quick-Fire questions about their coaching experience to date! 

 

  Alan Smith:  
1. First proper coaching experience? 
I suppose in school unknown to myself I was 
probably coaching from the age of 13. 
With rugby being my first love and playing 10 
throughout my school days I was used to giving 
instruction and direction to players around me. So I 
probably was coaching at that stage. 
Top experience as a coach to date? 
Number 2 winning the Jacqui potter shield with the 
under 16 girls in Enniscorthy. We were the first club 
outside the pale to achieve that. Beating three rock 
rovers on their home pitch 2 nil, very pleased with 
most of that squad now playing on the senior team. 
Number 1 was Coaching a south east team to their 
best performance in their final game v Leinster at 
the Interpros in Cork. 
We had to play Leinster at 9 am on the Sunday 
morning and we decided as a group on Saturday 
evenings team meeting we would give it our best, 
and that they did. They gave the best performance 
by a south east team in many a year and only beaten 
by a deflected shot in the last minute. 
Although it goes down as a loss, as head coach I was 
very proud to see a team perform to their utmost 
ability in the heat of battle. 
 
3. One key bit of advice for any player? 
My key advice to any player is to give 100% 
maximum to everything you do and always play with 
a smile on your face. Sport is to be enjoyed at 
whatever level you get to. 
4. Christmas pudding or mince pies for dessert? 
Christmas pudding my mam makes, nothing beats it. 
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Christmas Celebrations! 
 

All our sections wrapped up their training sessions for 2020 this week, with some 
great snaps taken of everyone dressed up in their Christmas jumpers and Santa hats, 
spreading some much-needed Christmas cheer! A special mention needs to go to Sophia 
Fahey, Eva Nolan and Julia Fahey in the 3rd/4th Class Girls Group, who impressed everyone 
by signing ‘We Wish You A Merry Christmas’ for all to enjoy! Check out 
our social media platforms to see the video of these amazing young role 
models for the club. 

 
Nollaig Shona to all our club members, 
wishing you a happy and peaceful New 
Year. Stay Safe and we will see you in 
January! 

 


